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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the resolution, as amended, was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

TRANSMITTAL OF ACCOUNT OF
ALL FEDERAL AGENCY CLIMATE
CHANGE PROGRAMS AND ACTIVI-
TIES—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Appropriations, the Committee on
International Relations, the Com-
mittee on Science, the Committee on
Commerce, and the Committee on
Ways and Means:
To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 573 of the
Foreign Operations, Export Financing,
and Related Programs Appropriations
Act, 1999, as contained in the Omnibus
Consolidated and Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 1999 (Pub-
lic Law 105–277), I transmit herewith an
account of all Federal agency climate
change programs and activities. This
report includes both domestic and
international programs and activities
related to climate change and contains
data on both spending and performance
goals.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 20, 1999.

f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1184, EARTHQUAKE HAZARDS
REDUCTION AUTHORIZATION ACT
OF 1999

Ms. PRYCE, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 106–101) on the resolution (H.
Res. 142) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1184) to authorize appro-
priations for carrying out the Earth-
quake Hazards Reduction Act of 1977
for fiscal years 2000 and 2001, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

f

WAIVING POINTS OF ORDER
AGAINST CONFERENCE REPORT
ON H.R. 800, EDUCATION FLEXI-
BILITY PARTNERSHIP ACT OF
1999

Ms. PRYCE, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 106–102) on the resolution (H.
Res. 143) waiving points of order
against the conference report to ac-
company the bill (H.R. 800) to provide
for education flexibility partnerships,

which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.
f

AUTO CHOICE ACT OF 1999

(Mr. ARMEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, today I
am introducing the Auto Choice Act of
1999. This bipartisan bill, which is also
being introduced today in the other
body, is designed to give the American
people a choice in the type of auto in-
surance they can buy.

Auto Choice offers drivers a way out
of the current expensive lawsuit lot-
tery by giving consumers the option to
buy a policy that offers them prompt
compensation for medical bills and lost
wages from their own insurer, regard-
less of fault. According to the Joint
Economic Committee, those who
choose the new system would save 45
percent on their bodily injury pre-
miums. This translates into an average
savings of nearly $200 per policy, with
low-income drivers seeing the greatest
benefits. Over 5 years, the savings
could total nearly $200 billion.

Mr. Speaker, this is like a tax cut for
the drivers across the country, and it
does not cost the Government a single
dime. But not only does Auto Choice
give consumers a choice, it also gives
States a choice. States retain their tra-
ditional authority over auto insurance
regulation and can accept or reject
Auto Choice. Because it respects
States’ rights, Auto Choice has by
called a ‘‘model of federalism.’’

Mr. Speaker, Auto Choice protects
consumers’ wallets, ensures compensa-
tion for victims, respects States’
rights, and gives drivers a choice when
and where to buy their auto insurance.

I am proud to sponsor this important
bipartisan initiative and look forward
to its passage in the 106th Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I include the following
statement for the RECORD:

The Auto Choice Reform Act will go far to-
ward taking needless litigation costs out of our
auto insurance system. It will save consumers
billions of dollars annually, while ensuring
speedier recovery of medical bills, lost wages,
and other economic damages. By encouraging
states to eliminate the middle-man—trial law-
yers who add significant costs to the system—
the Auto Choice Reform Act will produce sig-
nificant savings while also fully protecting in-
jured motorists’ right to recover.

When injured parties are involved in a car
accident under the tort system, legal fault
must be established to recover money for eco-
nomic damages. This is not an easy task, and
often requires the parties involved to hire law-
yers and go to court. It is a costly and tedious
process, and can take up to 16 months for ad-
judication, and longer when the injury is seri-
ous. The delay in payment puts pressure on
the seriously injured, particularly the poor, to
settle their claims for less than they are worth.

The determination of legal fault is no guar-
antee that an injured person will receive equi-
table compensation. People with economic
losses up to $5,000 recover two and three
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